This volume represents the proceedings of an international conference with 54 participants held in Germany in May 1975, and contains a series of brief, general and specific reviews of a high standard, with a concluding series of short research papers. The recurring theme is malassimilation of lipid in man and how it should be approached clinically and in the laboratory, but coverage ranges freely into related areas including lipoproteins and apolipoprotein organization with abetalipoproteinwmia as a model system, hypercholesterolimia, intestinal ultrastructure and lipid digestion in ruminants. Useful discussion is also included, and all sections carry full and upto-date bibliographes.
This excellent volume seems particularly well organized with the result that the reader with specific clinical or molecular interests is well served but the general reader will also be able to dip in and follow up without undue difficulty. Disorders and afflictions peculiar to men, in contrast to those peculiar to women, have received little attention at the hands of medical authors. Dr Hellinga's book is therefore welcome, especially as it reflects the personal views he has developed over the course of more than twenty-five years' singleminded devotion to andrology. Not everyone will necessarily agree with all he says, but it all deserves their careful consideration. This is no mere textbook of seminal analysis; on the contrary, its range is extensive, dealing not only with male infertility and its investigation, but also with abnormal sexual function and intersexuality. It is infused with an underlying system of logic, best illustrated perhaps by the schema Dr Hellinga adopts of considering the functioning of the testicles in nine grades, depending upon whether spermatogenesis and Leydig cell function are, separately, normal, absent or impaired. Though principally to be recommended for the originality of its views and exposition, the book is liberally supplied with references, especially to the non-English reader who is apt to be unfamiliar with the mass of published work in this field outside his own language.
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Hypnotism, Hysteria and Epilepsy: An Historical Synthesis by E M Thornton pp 205 illustrated £5.95 London: William Heinemann Medical 1976 This volume presents a most scholarly account of the development of hypnosis from the time of Mesmer. There are many quotations from historical documents that give a vivid and revealing view of the subject. The author also has some interesting observations on the history of epilepsy and varieties of abnormal experience and movement, particularly in a religious context.
The author proposes the thesis that the manifestations of hypnosis and even hysteria are likely to be due to the induction of temporal lobe epilepsy by the procedures employed by the hypnotist. This mechanism may well explain some of the crises in Mesmer's subjects but hysterical fits are commonplace even today and conversely subjects in deep hypnotic trances have a normal EEG.
Despite the loose synthesis, the bulk of this book provides a very readable and instructive historical account of a subject which is still very much alive despite the author's valedictory chapter. (1971) and the Report on Hospital In-Patient Enquiry (1971) displays the predictable league tables and discusses a wide spectrum of child health. By the very nature of the author's task the material cannot be perfectly confluent. Yet in spite of the multiplicity of topics, facts on prevalence and
